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was then determined upon, and, on the 1st of Angust, the
36th and 40th infantry, and some rifles, disembarked on the
south side of the river Mondego, under General Fane, exactly
opposite the town of Figuiera. The troops passed the bar
of the river chiefly in small schooners which trade along the
coast, and also in Portuguese boats.

" The brigade being formed was then marched in open
columns along the coast, chiefly through very heavy sands,
about two leagues, and encamped near the village of Lavaos,
where Sir Arthur established head-quarters for the night.
As by his orders two shirts and two pair of stockings and a
great-coat were to compose the whole of the baggage of
officers and soldiers, and that not such a thing as a donkey
or any other animal was procurable, our whole kit, including
three days' provisions, was on our backs, which, with a brace
of pistols and the 36th regimental colours, loaded me abso-
lutely to the utmost of my strength. Even our old Colonel
was compelled to tramp through the sands this day, which
he did with the greatest alacrity. In four days the whole
of the troops and stores were landed without any loss. As
we were now to wait at Lavaos for the arrival of General
Spencer's force from Cadiz, we had it in our power to com-
municate with the shipping, and I was thus enabled to land
my boat-cloak and a few other necessary articles, which
have since been of infinite use to me on outlying picquets
(under walls and without tents) and guards, and to buy a
donkey to carry them, which little animal is with me at
present. In the course of three days General Spencer's force
arrived and immediately disembarked. The army being then
arranged and divided into six brigades, we were placed under
General Ferguson with the 40th and 71st regiments. The  Bthe
